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Chapter 1 – Getting Started


Many people are scared by the EPUB file structure, because it involves a lot of geek concepts like XML and working on the command line. Why can’t you just use some sort of eBook conversion software like Calibre, InDesign, or Scrivener? These programs are helpful, but they tend to make alterations to metadata, CSS, and your HTML files that you may not want. To do the eBook packaging job with 100% professionalism, it is advised to learn the ins and outs of the EPUB structure. Consult the BB eBooks Developers page to get into the nitty gritty of this process. We would love to hear from you!

If you are having trouble unzipping this package, try opening the file with a program like 7-Zip. If that doesn’t work, you can change the extension of this file from .epub to .zip, then try opening it up. 

No matter what eReader you are using, you should be able to see a Table of Contents with this file. There is the NCX Table of Contents (which acts as a “meta” Table of Contents) that gets embedded in the EPUB package. This file is complicated and a little bit ugly, but, thankfully for eBook developers, it is going away with the EPUB 3 standard.


Chapter 2 – Media


Did you see how this chapter started on a new page? This would occur even if we chose not to use CSS styling to achieve this effect. The reason is that each chapter is split into its own HTML files, and almost every eReading device will automatically start a new HTML file on a new page. It is wise to split up your HTML files this way. If your readers try to open one big monstrous HTML file that contains the entire content of your book, it will be very slow and a painful experience.

You can add images, audio, video, fonts, and some other things to your EPUB package and utilize them throughout your HTML. You just have to make sure that they are declared in the Manifest Section of the content.opf file. Below is a picture:
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And here we are trying out the Chunkfive font that is embedded in the EPUB package in a directory called fonts.

Pretty cool.


Chapter 3 – Caution


You have to be very careful when building your EPUB package, because a lot can go wrong. Make sure that everything inside the EPUB package (every HTML, CSS, and media file) is declared in the manifest section with the appropriate mimetype. Another issue is that when you split your source HTML file into many smaller ones, make sure that your relative links in your HTML files to your CSS file and images match based on the sub-directory structure of the EPUB package.

For example, the correct src attribute in our HTML would be ../images/someimage.jpg, which ensures that the relative path is accurate, since we have all of our content in a folder called content, and all our images in a folder called images.

You should always validate your EPUB file for errors after you package. You can either download the EpubCheck command-line program here or use the IDPF’s free online validator service. This can catch a lot of errors that may not be obvious.


Chapter 4 – MOBI/KF8


By creating an EPUB file, you can also get your books into the MOBI/KF8 format for Amazon using their KindleGen program. This is the best way to create MOBI/KF8 files. However, you have to make a few tweaks to the EPUB data. For some reason, Amazon does not allow you to include a coverpage.html file. They used to, but as of July 2012 the KindleGen program will strip out this file and make a mess of your NCX Table of Contents. Don’t worry, because Kindle Users have access to a button that displays the cover.

An EPUB source file for MOBI/KF8 can be viewed at the BB eBooks Developers Page. It is very similar to this one.
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